Finding the way

HOME

2020 has been a challenging year

for all of us. Though we may have been physically apart, your support allowed us to continue serving the pets and people in
our community.

Shelby Humane never closed our doors.

In 2020, we:
u Provided over 2,000 Spay/Neuter surgeries
u Transported over 500 dogs to Shelter Partners in the Northeast
u Expanded our Foster Network to over 65 families
u Developed a Behavior Modification Program to make dogs more adoptable
u Upgraded our Medical Department and expanded our Veterinary Partners
u Provided Low-Cost Vaccine Clinics serving over 800 pets throughout Shelby County			
u REDUCED OUR EUTHANASIA RATE to less than 5% in the last 10 months

OUR MISSION is to care for homeless, abused, neglected and abandoned animals
and educate the community to instill an increased awareness and commitment to the
responsibility of animal ownership and protection.

All Steps Lead Home is our 2021 Annual Plan that outlines the steps we will initiate
with each animal that enters our doors. Some paths may be short, others may be long and winding, but they all lead to a
Forever Home.

Step One: Manage our Intake - by preventing the need for shelter admission. We will do this in 3 ways:
1. Shelby Spay/Neuter - preventing unwanted kittens and puppies.
2. Pet Retention - helping people keep their pets when times are tough.
3. Spay/NeuterwVaccinatewRelease Program - to keep the feral cat community healthy and under control.
Step Two: Rehabilitation - we want to prepare each dog for its forever home.
1. Meeting Medical Needs - healing wounds, treating illness, administering preventive vaccines and spaying/neutering.
2.  Canine Behavior Modification - improving canine behavior through positive reinforcement training techniques.
3. Foster Program - preparing animals for their forever home by experiencing life with a family.
Step Three: Going Home - there are two roads to get there:
1. Local Adoptions
2. Transport Program

Reducing Unwanted Litters is “THE”

solution to pet overpopulation in our community. Cost is one of the
primary reasons people cite for not having their pet spayed or
neutered, and this flagship program seeks to remove that financial
barrier so that they can make the responsible choice.
We are grateful for major grants from VP Funds and the Remy Fund,
along with individual donations, to fund this important program.

REMY
Fund

Your one time or monthly gift of:
$50 will spay or neuter one cat
$75 will spay or neuter one dog
$500 will cover the cost of 10 cats
$750 will cover the cost of 10 dogs

for Pets &
Animal
Services

Pet Retention is a new program that we are

utilizing to control the number of animals in the shelter. We
began our retention efforts during the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic and we are expanding these services.
Many owners, due to job loss or illness, find themselves
unable to properly care for their beloved pets. Instead of
simply accepting their surrender, we ask them what they
need in order to retain their pet. In some cases it’s just a
couple month’s supply of food or litter, in other instances it
may be medical help, or the assistance of a short-term foster.
Shelby SafePet is a special program that is part of

our Pet Retention efforts. This program focuses on
fostering animals for victims of domestic violence while they
get to a safe place, and back on their feet.

Your one time or monthly gift of:
$25 will assist a family with food to keep their cat
$50 will assist a family with food to keep their dog
$100 will purchase a shelter for an outdoor dog
$250 will provide an enclosure to keep a dog safe

Vaccine Clinics are another way we serve the

pets and people of our community. Even with the challenges of
COVID-19, we managed to host five vaccine clinics throughout
different areas of Shelby County where we administered over
2,400 vaccines to 800+ pets. Our goal is to hold ten clinics in
2021, but we will need your help to make that happen!

Your one time or monthly gift of:
$25 will provide vaccines for one cat
$50 will provide vaccines for one dog

Spay/Neuter - Vaccinate - Release
This new program addresses the problem of Feral Cats. These “wild” cats
are acclimated to living independently outdoors and are generally not
candidates for adoption as pets, which begs the question, What do we do
with them?  It is actually considered inhumane to keep a feral cat confined
in a cage. The more humane action is to trap them, spay or neuter them,
vaccinate for rabies, tip their ear (so that a cat who has been “fixed” can be
easily identified from a distance) and release them into a managed “feral cat
colony”. Over time, the population will diminish.
Occasionally we have stray cats surrendered that are tame enough to handle,
but who prefer to live outside. Our Barn Buddies program matches
these cats up with people who have a safe place for an outdoor cat to live,
and who want the added benefit of the “pest control” that these cats provide.
Your one time or monthly gift of:
$50 will spay or neuter one feral cat
$75 will cover the medical and adoption fees for one Barn Buddy 		
$100 will provide food for a managed feral cat colony

Medical Rehabilitation is a major part of the services
we offer the homeless and neglected pets in our community. In 2020, we
implemented major changes to our Medical Department, including the
purchase of 11 Isolation Units that allow us to treat contagious illnesses such
as Upper Respiratory Infections and Parvovirus. Previously, because of the
inability to keep these diseases from spreading throughout the healthy
population, we were forced to euthanize these animals.

We are also helping Special Needs animals, such as Draco, who was born
with a birth defect rendering his back legs paralyzed. Through the generosity
of donors, we were able to acquire a wheelchair for Draco and he is ready to
roll into someone’s heart in his forever home.

Your one time or monthly gift of:
$50 will provide medicine for a pet with a URI
$100 will provide treatment for one puppy with Parvo
$250 will purchase special medical equipment, such as a
wheelchair for a paralyzed dog or cat

Behavior Modification is another

new program at Shelby Humane that not only helps people
keep their pet, it addresses behavior issues to make pets
more adoptable.
Often people contact us to surrender their pet due to bad
behavior such as jumping, pulling, and house training issues.
With the addition of a Certified Trainer, we now
offer classes to help people better manage and retain their
pet.
Certain dogs in the shelter come to us exhibiting negative
behaviors such as Food Aggression, Resource Guarding
and/or need general Obedience Training to make them more
adoptable. Your support will allow our Trainer to work with
these dogs on a regular basis so that they can find their
forever homes sooner!
Your one time or monthly gift of:
$25 will provide 30 minutes of training for one dog
$50 will provide 30 minutes of training for two dogs
$75 will provide 30 minutes of training for three dogs

Our Foster Program is a vital part of our Annual Plan,

All Steps Lead Home. After animals have completed their Medical and

Behavioral Assessment and Rehabilitation, they are ready for Adoption. We have
developed a robust Foster Network to house these pets in a family environment,
offering them the continued training, socialization and follow up medical care they
need on their journey to their forever home. These amazing people open their
hearts and their homes for all types of circumstances and help us reduce the number
of dogs and cats living in the shelter.
u Dogs who are undergoing heart worm or other medical treatment.
u Animals who are pregnant and/or nursing a litter.
u Dogs that need additional Behavioral Modification or Socialization.
u Special Needs animals who may take longer to place.

Your one time or monthly gift of:
$25 will provide supplies for one kitten
$50 will provide supplies for one puppy
$75 will provide supplies for one adult dog or cat
$100 will support one litter of puppies or kittens

In-Kind Contributions Needed:
Good quality Puppy, Dog and Cat food
Cat Litter, Puppy Pads and Newspaper
Crates and Scratching Posts
Dog Beds and Blankets
Dog collars, harnesses and leashes

While the majority of pets are adopted within our local
community, many dogs find their forever home via our
Transport Program. We are currently
working with shelter partners in New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois
and Wisconsin, where strict spay/neuter laws create a
need for adoptable pets. These trips are made by
Volunteer Drivers, graciously offering a “freedom ride” to
20-25 lucky dogs two to three times per month.

Your one time or monthly gift of:
$75 will fund the transport of one dog
$1,500 will fund an entire transport trip

381 McDow Road u Columbiana, AL 35051
205-669-3916 u www.ShelbyHumane.org

3 ways to donate:
MAIL a check to 381 McDow Rd
Columbiana, AL 35051

text SHELBY to 269-89 on
your mobile phone

Visit our website
www.shelbyhumane.org/donation

